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THE OFFICIALNEWSLETTERF THEHOBY NEW YORK EAST ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

MESSAGEFROM E-BOARD EMPRESSSHILPA TANEJA

gy HOBY NYE! We are now
only 5 manths away from
the 2012 seminar, and
hopefully many of you are
on your way to completing your 100
hour community service goal. | have
already seen so many of this past
year's alumni at our HOBY events and
a lot of them have already gotten
even more than 100 hours! | would
also like to congratulate many of our
past alumni who have recently re-
ceived the President’s Volunteer Ser-
vice Award for completing maore than
100 hours of community service in the
past year. This is not an easy task,
and it takes a lot of time and dedica-
tion, HOBY MNYE definitely has some
OUTSTANDING alum nil

These past couple months have been
vary busy with so many community
service events, Our HOBY alumni
have participated inwalks to bensfit
cancer and arthritis, volunteered at
the RBegional Food Bank every month,
and even helped prepare food at the
Equinox before Thanksgiving. The
Halloween Hangout was a lot of fun,
as many old and new alumni came
together to play fun games and carve
pumpking! There is another Regional
Food Bank date on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11th and the E-Board is also plan-
ning to have a Holiday Hangout in
January, so | hope to see many of you
there! There are so many opportuni-
ties for community service, and even
if vou aren’t able to come as far as
Area 3 to volunteer at aur alumni
events, there are plenty of aptions in
your own area. In this issue of the
Thunderclap, our Area 4 president
has some ideas on how to stay active
with HOBY and even get some more
community service hours! As we are
getting closer and closer to seminar,
there is one thing that is definitely on

many of your minds — becoming J-
Staffl It is DEFINITELY going to he
competitive this vear, and if you want
to stand out from many applicants
vou need to be active in your commu-
nity and work towards your goal of
100 community service hours. And
most importantly, don't forget to LOG
YOUR HOURS!

“Whatever vou can do, or dream you
can, begin it. Boldness has genius,
power, and magic in it.” This quote
reminds me so much of our HOBY
alumni, many of whom have begun
amazing community service projects
and truly made a difference in our
community. Especially during this
holiday season, there are so many
families who could use the help of
some outstanding volunteers like all
of you. Even the smallest caontribution
can make a difference — help out in
vour local soup kitchen, donate some
old hats and gloves to the Salvation
Army, buy a toy for Adopt-a-Family!
Your options are endless, and | know
that yvou will all positively confribute to
your community as hest you can,

Happy New Year & HOBY Hugs!
Shilpa
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MESSAGEFROM THEALUMNI ADVISORS

Hey HOBY!! It's the start of an OUTSTANDING new year, and we hope you'll take the time to re-
flect on your experience with HOBY since seminar and resolve to stay involved and to pledge ancth-
er 100 hours of service this year! 2011 was a banner year for HOBY New York East — it marked the
25t anniversary of our first seminar, it was the first seminar co-chaired by two HOBY NYE alumni,
and we have an absolutely OUTSTANDING group of alumni who have been working hard to make
this year one of the most OUTSTANDING years yet for our Alumni Association! Since seminar,
HOBY NYE 2011 alumni have logged well over 5,000 hours of service on HOBY Online, and several
of our alumni have logged MORE than 100 hours already! Check out the leaderboards on page 3 10
see some pretty impressive hours — especially HOBY NYE 2011 alum Amber Decker’s 163 hours
logged since June! Tothose of you who haven't been keeping up with logging your hours, definitely
try to take the time to update (especially if you’re hoping to return as a member of our Junior Staffl)
To those of you who ARE logging, keep up the great workl! The HOBY NYE 2011 alumni are setting
an OUTSTANDING examplel

While on the subject of our Junior Staff, we understand that there may be some interest in return-
ing for HOBY NYE 2012 as a J-Staff...  We're pleased to announce that our HOBY NYE 2012
J-STAFF APP HAS BEEN RELEASED! Find in on Facebook or at hobyrnyealumni.org! Now before
vou run off and start filling them out, there are a few things you need to know. First, it is VERY
IMPORTANT for you to fill out your application in its ENTIRETY. Not all of the people making the se-
lections for J-Staff have had the opportunity or pleasure to meet everyone who is applying, and the
application gives them a window into who you are and how you might fit into our staff and the semi-
nar as a whole. Second, we would love to take every person who applies because HOBY alumni are
some of the most OUTSTANDING people on the planet, but sadly we can't. J-Staff selection is al-
ways VERY COMPETITIVE — there are only 18 positions, and usually many more applicants! Appli-
cants are judged primarily on the depth and overall quality of their answers on the application and
on the L45 hours they have logged on HOBY Online. If you are not selected to become a J-Staff this
vear, don't fret! There are still opportunities available to help out at seminar! Mark on your applica-
tion that you are interested in helping out as a Junior PA (J-PA) and you could still be asked to come
and be part of the HOBY NYE 2012 experience for a day to help us make our seminar as OUT-
STANDING as possible for our 2012 ambassadors!  If you stay involved with us and keep logging
yvour hours, you will have another chance next year to be a J-Staff! Also, for another great way to
stay involved in HOBY and possibly volunteer as a J-Staff, we're looking to start planning CLeWs in
all of our Areas! For more information on CLeWs check out page 21, and feel free to contact us at
alumni@hobynye.org for details!

As we begin a new year, we're thankful for such OUTSTANDING alumni and staff who work so
hard to organize our many volunteer projects and social events, and we're looking forward to an
even more OUTSTANDING year in 20120 If there aren’t many events happening near you, talk to us
and let’s plan somel We can put you in touch with your Area President {or your Area Board if you
live in Areas 3, 4, or 5) so you can work with other HOBY alumni. If you don’t have an Area Board for
yvour Area, we could start one!l You are all leaders, and there are a lot of OUTSTANDING people
who will help you if yvou need it! Hope to see you at an alumni event sometime soon!

HOBY Hugs,
TJ McNally and Geoff Sherwood
Alumni Advisors, HOBY New York East
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2011 ALUMNI 2011-2012 L4S LEADERBOARD
Alumnus # Hours School
Amber Decker 163 Shaker High School
Alex Hollister 143 Johnsto wn Senior High School
Aaron Cassidy 139 Green Tech High School
Michaela Johnson 130 Schoharie High School
Mark Motler 130 Columbia High School
Kailey Rothacker 124 Ballston Spa High School
Tom Mclntyre 117 LaSalle Institute
Josh Lieberman 104 Liberty High School
John Lindsay 103 Niskayuna High School
Peter Phraner 102 Walton Central School
Hours logged by HOBY NYE 2011 alumni since the 2011 seminar!
ALL ALUMNI 2011-2012 L4S LEADERBOARD
Alumnus # Hours School
Amber Decker (2011) 163 Shaker High School
Katie Kennelly (2010) 161 Cornwall Central High School
Lindsay Lee (2010) 159 Bethlehem Central High School
Alex Hollister (2011) 143 Johnsto wn Senior High School
Aaron Cassidy (2011) 139 Green Tech High School
Mark Motler (2011) 130 Columbia High School
Michaela Johnson (2011) 127 Schoharie High School
Shilpa Tane ja (2010) 127 Shaker High School
Kailey Rothacker (2011) 124 Ballston Spa High School
Tom Mclntyre (2011) 114 LaSalle Institute
Hours logged by all HOBY NYE alumni since the 2011 seminar!
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https://reg.hoby.org/HOBYL4S
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LIFE WITH HOBY

Kayli McTague

On the second night of the HOBY NYE 2011
Seminar, as | sang “Time of Your Life” by
Green Day with two hundred new friends
surrounding me and tears running down my
cheeks, | dreaded what the upcoming after-
noon would bring. 'd only known these
people for two days and still the thought of
HOBY ending was unbearable. I'd been to
so many leadership workshops and confer-
ences before and they were all exactly the
same: you go, make friends, leave, and
never see or hear from them again,

But HOBY is nothing like, well, anything.

| feared I'd have a hard time transitioning
back into lite after HOBY, but really there’s
no such thing. Anyone who goes to the con-
ference knows once youve experienced
something like this, there is only life with
HOBY. From the second | got in my car to
drive home from the conference until today,

HOBY has been a fixture of my existence.
From monthly services at the Regional Food
Bank to the Making Strides Walk in Wash-
ington Park, it’s difficult to go any length of
time without a HOBY event in sight. | sub-
consciously find myself “sizzling” or calling
the simplest of actions “OUTSTANDING!” |
was almost suspended when | went back to
school that Monday and | asked my princi-
pal if he would “shake his thang” {just kid-
ding). I talk to group of seven of my fellow
HOBY ambassadors, (The Super Sevenl!,)
every single day. | strive to achieve my 100
hours of community service in the hopes of
being chosen as J-Staff so | can share my
experience with someone else. | find myself
passing the lessons and happiness HOBY
has brought me to all the people around me
every single day. And most importantly,
HOBY has assured me that as long as I'm
good at being myself, there is no other way
I need to be.
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Alex Hollister

Are you feeling guilty because the distance
between yourself and HOBY events is keeping
you from attending them? Do you often have
so many things to do over the weekend for
school that you can’t make it too events? Do
you often feel like you are too overwhelmed to
do any community service? Don't feel bad be-
cause you aren'’t the only onel

After the HOBY seminar in June, a lot of us
were saying things like, “I'll have my communi-
ty service done in no time,” or “This isn’'t going
to be too bad at alll” But when the school year
began and sports and other activities started,
many of us started to slack off a little. Many
people (including myself) started to become
overwhelmed by the entirety of Junior year,
But that’s alright! Here are some solutions to
help you get back on track with finding ways
to help out in your community! Look in the
“‘Community” section of your local newspaper
to see what things you can do in your commu-
nity to volunteer. | often find small things here
and there that | can help out with. Join your
schools Key Club! It can be lots of fun, and
the service hours you get from it can also
count towards your L4S hours! By joining Key
Club, | have gotten over 15 hours just from
those events. The same can be said for Na-
tional Honor Society! | volunteer twice a month
at a Habitat for Humanity site in a neighboring
town. It is an awesome experience to help
completely remodel a house for a welcoming,
needy family, and alls it takes is a few hours
out of your Saturday morning! If you are inter-
ested in helping out at a local Habitat for Hu-
manity, try searching for locations close to
youl

I live over an hour away from Albany and often
find it hard to go to all of the events, Even
though I'am unable to attend all of these
events, there are many other things that | doto
stay in contact with HOBY . For one, | work as
Area 4 President to help schedule events in
my area. As area presidents, we LOVE receiv-
ing ideas from people in our areas about pos-
sible events. We understand the distances
that separate the areas from mainstream
HOBY events. For this reason, we want to plan
as many events as possible that are in easy
driving distances for people. So don't be
afraid to share your ideas with us!

Also, being in arduous AP and College Clas-
ses, being a member of multiple time-
consuming clubs and extracurriculars, and
being a varsity athlete make it hard for me to
attend many events. Another thing | do to stay
active with HOBY, is that | have set up a col-
lection bin for bottles and cans in my school
cafeteria and | collect the bottle caps and can
tabs for Cans for the Community. It is a great
opportunity to help out the Ronald McDonald
House and the environment, while helping
your Area to collect the most tabs and win an
OUTSTANDING HOBY Hangout Pizza Party!!
S0 no matter how busy or far away you are,
always keep a place in your heart for HOBY!




PAGE 6 THE THUNDERCLAP

HALLOWEEN HANGOUT!

This October, HOBY ambassadors got together for their very own monster mash. The ambassa-
dors dressed in their best costumes, including a Ness, bat woman, and our very own league of
HOBY heroes! Yes, HOBY Heroes attended the HOBY Halloween Hangout. Never has there
been a night so filled with the letter *h”. In addition to the fabulous costumes, there was candy,
bloody zombie video games, pumpkin carving, a mummy wrap contest, and of course a Super
Smash Bros tournament. The room at the Albany Elks Lodge was also covered with fake cob-
webs, spiders, and a fog machine to create an OUTSTANDINGLY ghostly atmosphere.




